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Zur Psychologie des Erkennens : Eine biologische Sludie. Von Gustav 
Wolff. Leipzig, Engelmann, 1897. — pp. 34. 

Dr. Wolff, of Wiirzburg, is well known to biologists as a radical critic 
of Darwinism (natural selection) which he characterizes as "a forty-year 
episode during which the world has lain sunk in a dogmatic slumber from 
which we are now just beginning to awake." He insists that the principle 
of selection has been found wholly inadequate, that the mechanical cate- 
gory is hopelessly at fault for the explanation of the nature of the or- 
ganism, and that we are forced to conceive this latter from a teleological 
point of view, i. e., to consider the organic process as in essence purposive 
or adaptive (zweckmiissig), however we may try to explain this. These 
studies in general biology have raised for Dr. Wolff the question, How 
is knowledge possible ? not as an epistemological but as a genetic ques- 
tion, i. e., in the sense, How does a process arise in organisms through 
which they can perceive and know, and what is the relation of this process 
and its forms (space, etc.) to the reality known ? The answer given is that 
the knowing process is but one instance of the general adaptive movement 
of all organic nature, of the harmony between inner and outer world. 

The essay is of interest as indicating that the development of conscious- 
ness is claiming the attention of the biologist. While the author has 
familiarized himself with philosophical criticism to some extent, he does not 
analyze the nature of experience from the psychological standpoint with 
sufficient thoroughness to make any real progress. 

J. H. Tufts. 
University of Chicago. 

L ' individualite et /' ' erreur individualiste : Par F. Le Dantec. Preface de 

M. A. Giard. Paris, F. Alcan., 1898. — pp. 175. 

This booklet is composed of a series of loosely related essays, brought 
together under one cover, because, in the author's judgment, each of the 
subjects treated is confused, in many discussions, by the use of the dan- 
gerous category of individuality. Its first eighty-four pages discuss deter- 
minism and the epiphenomenon, while in the remainder senescence, 
heredity, and other problems more strictly biological are considered. The 
author's interests are broad, and it seems that he has been belabored 
soundly by biologists for being too metaphysical, by philosophers for 
ignorance of psychology. In these essays he answers his critics in excel- 
lent temper, recalling Pascal at times by trenchant or humorous retort, 
and seeks to show that the important problems considered can. only be 
solved if change of the mobile subject matter is faithfully recorded in 
change of conceptions, and can never be solved as long as the blanket 
conception of individuality conceals essential changes in the living 'in- 
dividuals ' under investigation. 

Before the recent rapprochement effected by physiological psychology be- 
tween philosophy and biology, the strictly biological essays of M. Le 



